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ÅBBS:  U.S. population decline -3.1%/yr 

ÅLimits to population:

ïHabitat availability
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GWWA Background

ÅBBS:  U.S. population decline -3.1%/yr 

ÅLimits to population:

ïHabitat availability

ïBrown-headed Cowbird nest parasitism

ïHybridization with BWWA
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North Cumberland WMA

Mature forest = 73%
Young forest = 11%
Shrubland= 7%
Recent clearcuts= 4%
Pasture / grassland = 2%



Reclaimed Coal Strip Mines 
Cumberland Mountains, TN



Site Territories 

Ashlog 31

Massengale 24

Fork 6

Burge 6

Bootjack 4

McNew Gap 4

Brushy Mtn 4

Anderson 2

Hatfield Knob 1

RedOak 0

Total 82

GWWA Breeding Pairs 2010
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Reproduction
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Population Source/Sink Dynamics

Model developed by J. Giocomo, University of Tennessee
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Reclaimed Coal Strip Mines 
Cumberland Mountains, TN



Reclaimed Coal Strip Mines 
Cumberland Mountains, TN

ÅReclaimed 15 ς30 years ago

ÅReclamation procedures involved planting of 
non-native, invasive species:

Åcool season grasses (Festucaspp.) 

ÅSericealespedeza (Lespedeza cuneata)

ÅAlso established since reclamation: 

Åblack locust (Robiniapseudoacacia)

Åyellow poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera)

Åthickets of blackberry (Rubusspp.) 



Prescribed Burning 
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GWWA Habitat Attributes 

ÅNest site selection 

ïSubplot level (1-m radius)

ïPlot level (11.3-m radius)

ÅTerritory

ï30 point transects



GWWA Habitat Composition
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