
Conservation in the 

Cumberlands
Our History and Our Future



What’s special about the Cumberlands?



Many rare 

species 

call the 

Cumberlands 

“home.”



Emory River Crayfish 

Lives only on the 

Cumberland Plateaué

nowhere else in the worldé

Animal Diversity in the 

Northern Cumberlands

26 Endangered species on the Plateau 
(birds, bats, fish, mussels, & plants)

Dozens of endemic species

Hundreds of rare species



Plant Diversity in the 

Northern Cumberlands

Cumberland plant species diversity is 

comparable to Great Smoky and Blue 

Ridge Mountains

http://tenn.bio.utk.edu/vascular/database/vascular-photos-enlarge.asp?CategoryID=Monocots&FamilyID=Liliaceae&GenusID=Stenanthium&SpeciesID=diffusum&PhotoNameID=st_diff&PhotographerNameID=B. Eugene Wofford


Rockhouse featherbells

Stenanthium diffusum

ÅEndemic to 

Cumberland 

Plateau 

rockhouses

ÅNew species found 

in 2006!

http://tenn.bio.utk.edu/vascular/database/vascular-photos-enlarge.asp?CategoryID=Monocots&FamilyID=Liliaceae&GenusID=Stenanthium&SpeciesID=diffusum&PhotoNameID=st_diff&PhotographerNameID=B. Eugene Wofford


70 Years of Conservation in 

Cumberland & Morgan Counties

Keyes-

Harrison tract 

added to 

Catoosa

Crossville 

Community 

Club petitions 

state to 

purchase land 

for wildlife

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

10 

new 

miles

20,000 ac wilderness



Conservation Makes Sense 

for the Community

LAND, WATER, & 

WILDLIFE 

CONSERVATION

Economic 

Growth & 

Investment

Property Values

Productivity

Tourism

Products from 

the Land

Health

Recreation

Wildlife 

Diversity

Flood Control

Energy Savings



Why Do We Need to Conserve 

Nature?

ÅContinued Urban Growth & Forest

Fragmentation 

ÅRun-off and Sedimentation of Streams

ÅIntroduction of Invasive Species

ÅñFreeò Services Provided by Nature



“Free” Services of Nature

City/County
$ in Stormwater Treatment 

Provided by Tree Canopy

Chattanooga 1.26B

Knox County 1.48B

Montgomery, AL 6.6B

Charlotte, NC 1.3B

Fayetteville, AR 92M

Source: American Forests



Working Locally to Make a 

Difference

ÅTWRA Wildlife Management Areas

ÅBrimstone Wilderness Area

ÅLocal non-profits

ïObed Watershed Community Association

ïEmory Watershed Association

ïAlliance for the Cumberlands

ÅCrossvilleôs Mayors Green Partners 

Award

ÅIndividual commitment by citizens



How do we make it happen here?

The 

Cumberland 

Habitat 

Conservation 

Plan

Cumberland Co.

Morgan Co.

Scott Co.

Crossville



The Cumberland Habitat 

Conservation Plan provides…

éan opportunity to merge continued 

economic development with the 

conservation legacy of the Cumberlands.

www.cumberlandhcp.org



Cumberland HCP Watersheds

Big South Fork

Obed/Emory



Cumberland HCP Watersheds

Big South Fork

Obed/Emory



Cumberland HCP Watersheds



Cumberland HCP Watersheds



There are many parts to the 

Cumberland HCP:

Species

Activities

Conservation Measures

Funding

Monitoring 

Adaptive Management

Best Available Science



Best Management 

Practice

Conservation 

Measure
=



Cumberland HCP Conservation Measures

ÅBuffers of native vegetation around key 

ecological features (streams, wetlands, 

caves, rock houses, etc.)

ÅClose highly erodable roads

ÅSet aside ñno-harvest reservesò on 

Wildlife Management Areas for key 

species

ÅLimit development-related land clearing 

to fall/winter months

ÅStormwater management



You can help by…

SHARING YOUR THOUGHTS

ÅTalk to your friends, family, and neighbors 

about conservation & the HCP.

ÅCumberland HCP:               & share with 

your friends. 

ÅWrite to elected officials and express your 

support for conservation and the 

Cumberland HCP.



You can help by…

STAYING IN TOUCH

ÅHabitat Conservation Plan e-newsletter & 

ÅTennessee Citizens for Wilderness 

Planning e-newsletter

ÅAlliance for the Cumberlands e-newsletter

ÅObed Watershed Association e-newsletter



You can help by… 

GETTING OUTSIDE

ÅBig South Fork National              

Recreation Area

ÅPickett State Park

ÅFrozen Head State Park

ÅLilly Bluffs Bouldering & Point Trail

ÅBlack Mountain (Cumberland Trail)

ÅSee letsgoplateau.com for more ideas!



You can help by…

GETTING DIRTY

ÅVolunteer with the Obed Watershed 

Community Association to restore 

streambanks.

ÅHelp build the Cumberland Trail.



Help respect our legacy by 

supporting conservation for 

our future.

www.cumberlandhcp.org

http://www.paddletsra.org/adoptariver.html

